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As  You  Think,                                                                                                                                                         As You Sing,

  So You Are                                                                                                                                                           So You Become

 Proverbs 23:7                                                                                                                                                  Eph. 5:19; Romans 10:17
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A Christian                       An Ambassador                        A Warrior
                Acts 11:26                                              II Corinthians 5:19-21                                      Ephesians 6:10-13   
{A special arrangement by Ron Watkins.}
(Click on this link to hear “Worthy Art Thou” sung A Cappella.) 

Our Mission Statement: “Encouraging all prisoners,
those behind bars, and those held captive by
the world, to live a life of freedom in Christ.” c.b.e.
Psalm 1; Isaiah 61:1-3; Psalm 19:1-4;

II Corinthians 5: 20; I John 1:7; & II Timothy 1:7;

Galatians 1:1-11; I Peter 2:9-10; and Hebrews 4:14-16.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, friends, and everyone interested in missions:  Greetings to you in the love of Christ.

Many wonderful things are transpiring in our efforts to reach men and women for Christ.  David Griner, an elder of the Woodinville Church of Christ, continues to work with me at MSU in the state prison at Monroe.  David  goes into the facility every Monday afternoon to teach a two and half hour Bible-study class.  
Dave Shaner continues to go with me once a month into the federal prison at SeaTac.  (Dave is the minister at the Bellevue Church of Christ.)  Every week I teach three or four, sometimes five Bible-study classes there, and many times we have several men and/or women ready for him to baptize.  

Bobby Lumpkin has been going into the state prison at Shelton for the past 11 or 12 years, and is a member of the Olympia Boulevard Church of Christ. I am so very thankful for his continuing efforts, as he is doing an excellent ministry on every 3rd and 5th Sundays of each month.  On every 3rd Sunday, Bobby has 50 to 75 men brought into the chapel to attend the worship service and Bible study which he presents.  On the 5th Sundays, which occur four times per year, there are two units brought into the chapel.  Each group stays about 50 minutes or an hour, with around 50 to 80 men in each.  
The following are the comments which Bobby Lumpkin sent to me:

	 

 



From: Bolilump1@aol.com
To: clio.b@q.com
Sent: 11/1/2011 11:19:01 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time
Subj: My approach to preparing & presenting a lesson to the Inmates

 

    Shelton correction center is a unique place to preach the gospel. For the most part, I only get one shoot at pointing them to God.  I use biblical phases that's easy to remember.  The word of truth wrote about the Son of The Truth, inspired by the Spirit of truth from the Father of truth to let man know that he can know the truth and be set free from the bondage of lies, and live a God fearing truthful life. My approach is to release the Holy Spirit's words written by the Spirit of truth, so the Spirit can do what He was sent to do, convict the world of sin- for not believing in the only truth, Jesus;   of righteousness because we fall short of seeking His Kingdom  & His Righteousness;     of the judgment because Satan was judged when Christ was nailed to the cross; and judgment for non-believers who will reject the love of the truth because they want to live a big fat LIE that doesn't really add up to a blessed life. 

    God's word is like a lion that needs no one to defend it but for us to release it to defend itself. The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword...............is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

    Most inmates (1 out of 3) come from fatherless homes with heads filled with lies that need to be addressed with the word of truth. I try to keep them thinking only about the Bible and its truth and how they arrived at the Shelton center.

 

    Bobby L. Lumpkin

    Christ's church in Olympia

    Shelton, Washington Corrections Center



I am very blessed to have the opportunity to accompany Bobby each 5th Sunday, and be able to pass out three of my Bible-study tracts and my B.I.B.L.E. paper (i.e. Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.  This paper may be read on my website by clicking on “Writings” and scrolling down to view it).
Last week-end, 29-31 October 2011, was a very busy three days for me.  We sang our music concert at MSU in the Monroe Correctional Complex on Saturday evening, then I drove to Shelton to be with Bobby in his two services, and then on back to Monroe on Monday to teach the 2 ½ hour Bible class which is usually taught by David Griner.  This past week-end was very rewarding to me; please let me give you some of the many quotes from several inmates:
                     “One of the Greatest Week-ends of my Life!” 

 Remember on each occasion, when someone comes up to me to say something, it gives me a very good opportunity to encourage him in the Lord, and hand him one or more of my Bible study papers.
A man came over to me Sunday and exclaimed:  “Hey, I remember you!  You came in and sang at the Seattle Rescue Mission, 30 years ago!  It is so good to see you again!”

Another came up to me as he was leaving our concert Saturday evening:  “I’m not a crying type of man, but I have cried three times in the past few years: 3 years ago when my dad died and I was in the county jail; then I cried again when my mother told me that she didn’t want me to come to his funeral; then I cried again this evening as you sang and presented this wonderful concert, and with all the singers!”  My response to him was one of concern, and I asked him to be sure to come to our Monday Bible class.  He said, “I’ll be there!”  … he did come to the Bible class, and we had a very good study.  He is very interested in coming to church with us, and in studying so he can be effective in the Lord’s work!
Another man came to me Sunday and said:  “Do you remember me?  I sang in your choir here 11 & 12 years ago.  You also taught me to play the guitar, and John Borrelli was coming in with you at that time and I took guitar lessons from him, too.  I have continued to sing and learn on the guitar, and so now I am able to sing for others!”
ALSO… and still another man came up to me as we were just approaching the chapel area.  Now this man has been in our Monday Bible studies during the past years.  The Woodinville Church of Christ has paid his tuition and purchased his books so that he is enrolled into the Sunset School of Preaching out of Lubbock, Texas, to start studying towards a Bachelor Degree in Biblical Studies.  He has been studying with David Griner, and he wants to continue his studies.  I am so very glad to see him, and to learn that soon he is hoping to start taking his son and his parents to the Portal Way Church of Christ in Ferndale, WA, where Jack Keller preaches.  He exclaimed:  “Jack came to visit me a year or so ago to encourage me to keep studying God’s word and to stay strong in the Lord!  He encouraged me to come to church when I get out.  You have no idea how much this means to me, and how it has encouraged and helped me!”  
Thank you, Jack, for all your time, effort, and expense to come visit this man, and also another with whom you became acquainted on that same visit.  

You can begin to see how our work for the Lord over the years gives so much encouragement to each of us, personally.  Many times over the years I have had inmates come up to me and express an enthusiastic greeting to me as they remember my efforts of encouragement and presenting  the Gospel of Jesus Christ to them.  The following expression is one which I have heard on more than one occasion:  “Hi!  I saw you at Shelton a couple of months (or years) ago when you were speaking or singing, and passing out your Bible papers!  See, I still have mine.  That “Master Tweaker” tract really caught my attention!” 
At our concert last Saturday evening, Don Oelze spoke for a few minutes and brought us a very fine lesson.  Here are his comments to us:
“Here is a brief statement about speaking at the correctional center.  

“I enjoy speaking to the men at the Monroe Correctional Complex.  Recently I talked to them about fools we read about in the Bible.  If God's word calls us a fool, then we are a fool!   I wished to impress upon them, and upon all, the great truth that we can wisely build our lives upon the Rock (Christ) or foolishly upon the shifting sands of human wisdom and lusts.  For the rest of our lives, we can live wisely or foolishly.  Which will we choose?

Thanks,  Don Oelze”
Don is the minister at the Anacortes Church of Christ.  This is the second time that Don has gone in with us.  We really appreciate your presence with us Don, and we all enjoy and learn from your lessons presented.  
The quartet from the Bellevue Church of Christ has gone in with us several times to sing their very interesting arrangements of music.  They call themselves “The Rearrangers.”  John Parente arranges and re-arranges all their music, and does a very fine job.  John has this to say to us:

First of all, I love to sing, and I love the sound and feel of harmony so much that singing in a quartet provides me with my greatest satisfaction.  Second, if our singing (specifically the Rearrangers) can bring an emotional experience to an audience, it is very satisfying. - we do a lot of that when we sing the old songs at retirement and assisted living facilities - and it is a pleasure when the elderly (I guess we are getting close to that age) sing along with us.  However, the ultimate satisfaction comes when our singing is up-lifting and brings someone closer to the Lord, and singing at the prison certainly provides that opportunity.  - John Parente –  The other quartet members are:  Rebecca Turner, David Hogue, and Stephen Lockwood. 
As the quartet sang many songs, one of their very effective songs was:  “The Old Rugged Cross Made the Difference.”  This hymn gave much meaning to our entire concert.

It is always a blessing to me to have my wife, Marjorie, come in with us to share her smiles and encouragement, and to sing with me.  She is very gifted in being able to hear and sing the harmonies that embellish our songs.

And, it is a real blessing to have John Calhoun to come in with us at almost every concert.  John has a real talent in playing that good sounding guitar of his.  He plays with us in all our folk music and secular songs, and even plays a very good classic guitar solo. 
I want to make mention of another lady who came in with us, Tina.  She comes to as many of our concerts as she can.  Her presence is very important because she cares and shares as the opportunities provide.  She takes the names of the men who respond, and she prays for them…and we see evidence of her prayers being answered.  
Another very important part of our ministry is teaching the word of God, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ at federal prison near SeaTac.  Here is an opportunity to teach both men and women, in their separate units.  I have taught in as many as two or three of the units for women, and up to three units for the men.  I go in once each week, and Dave Shaner, the minister at the Bellevue Church of Christ, goes in with me once each month.  Many times we have one or two, and as many as seven men and/or women, when they have studied with me and as they are ready, whom David baptizes when he comes in.  What a blessing this is to all of us!  David has this to say to us:
While many prisoners do not come to our studies, those who do come really want to learn. I view what I do simply as planting seed knowing that someone else will come long and water it and God will cause it to grow. As we are not allowed to contact them directly after they get out, I simply concentrate on values and character knowing that God will grant an increase later. Also, many of them have numerous Bible questions, which I am only all too happy to answer. 

- Dave Shaner

I want to personally thank all of you who volunteered and participated in this concert, and who continually minister in our Bible studies and prayer contacts.  We missed two of our usual volunteers this evening, Fred Cohers and Dan Fitzsimmons.  I hope that you and each one of us can come for our next concert:  31 December 2011.  Let’s all plan on being here, and make it our “Happy New Years Party for the Lord!”  
If you will please notice, in the Attachments I have put in two letters of great interest, and also two of my Bible-study tracts, in English and in Spanish.  A special thanks goes to Ed Bryant who took the time and energy to translate all four of my tracts into Spanish.  The four tracts may be found on my website, and click “Writings.” The titles of the tracts are:  “Eternity…a Looonngg >>>>Time!” Also, “The Master Tweaker;” “Ambassadors for Christ;” and, “The Rock.”  (Also, a very special thanks to Larry Henderson in Wenatchee, WA, who continually adds, monitors, and up-dates my website as I prepare my writings.  Sometimes I make this a weekly job for him.  Thank you, Larry.)  
Having these tracts in Spanish opens up many more contacts possible for teaching God’s word, and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

And, by-the-way, Ed Bryant is a “Professional Computer Practitioner!”  Now, if you wonder what I mean by that little phrase, just go to Ed’s contact information and read all the things he does.  Ed can repair and work on your computer anywhere in the world as long as there is telephone and internet service: email: ed.bryant@866ADS2594.com web: http://www.866ADS2594.com  or call his phone: 253-507-9593.  Ed Bryant, President; A.D.S. = Advanced Digital Solutions; 555  116th Ave. N.E., Suite 140; Bellevue, WA 98004.  Ed is honest, hard working, knows how to find the solutions, and is a member of the Bellevue Church of Christ.
I hope and pray that you all have gained much encouragement in reading this News Letter today.  Please share this report with others, family members, neighbors, and the ones ‘at church.’  
It is a continual blessing to me to see all these brothers in Christ who have responded to my invitations, to join with me in this prison ministry.  My dream and goal is to build a lasting ministry for the Lord, which will continue long after the time when I am no longer able to “Go and Do!”  This is one of the many reasons why I am so very happy to see how well Bobby Lumpkin is doing, and that he is continuing, and he is growing stronger in the Lord all the time.  After staying with the ministry for this length of time, he is becoming a stabilizing factor in the Lord’s work in the Shelton area. 
 We all continually thank and praise God for all these opportunities and blessings.  Please continue to pray for me, my health, and my safety in all my travels.  I continually thank God for all of you, for your prayers and gifts which make it possible for me to “Go and Do” each day.  I’m sorry that I do not have time to speak to each one of you, but I want you to know of the many blessings and opportunities we enjoy.  I would love to hear from each of you via E-mail.  
I am in great need of a new lap-top, and also each month is a serious struggle for food & medications, and gasoline; and every two or three months I must have toner and printing paper to be able to keep on giving the study material.
Be sure to click on the two links below to hear a portion of my singing.
                          Click to Listen to A World of Love   

IN GOD WE TRUST !                                  

      Sincerely yours in Christ,                           As you think,
   C‘B’E...the man called...Clio                            So you are!   (Proverbs 23:7) 
  Have Song--Will Travel  
               a subsidiary  of                          
 Refuge In Christ Ministries  
           Clio 'B' Eldred, Founder            As you sing,
  

CTRL + Click to follow link" \t "_blank" 
www.refugeinChrist.net
       So you become!  (Eph. 5:18-19 & Romans 10:17)
 Ph.  253-862-CLIO (2546)
                                                                {A special arrangement by Ron Watkins.}                                       

                                                      (Click on this link to hear “Worthy Art Thou” sung A Cappella.) 
                                                 Our Mission Statement: “Encouraging all prisoners, 
                                              those behind bars, and those held captive by 
                                          the world, to live a life of freedom in Christ.” c.b.e.
              

CTRL + Click to follow link" \t "_blank" 
clio.b@q.com
                         Psalm 1; Isaiah 61:1-3; Psalm 19:1-4;

                                              II Corinthians 5: 20; I John 1:7; & II Timothy 1:7;

            5 November 2011     Galatians 1:1-11; and I Peter 2:9-10; Heb. 4:14-16.
     OUR  JAILS  are  FULL ?  ?  !
Well, of course!     What do you expect?
TAKE  AWAY: the Bible, Prayer, in God we Trust,
His commandments  &  Destroy our sovereignty!
THE COST:  Our Freedom and Our Lives!   
                        Proverbs  14:34     
                                         USE  OPEN  SPACE
for:

Your notes;

Scripture references;

Ideas and Comments that may

come to your mind as you read, 

and as you reflect on your thinking!
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