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Dear ones in Christ, friends, and whom ever is interested in the Lord’s prison ministry: 
Many wonderful things are happening so fast that I am not able to report on everything; however, may I please have a few minutes of your time and concentrated attention?   
Two weeks ago over the Memorial Day week-end, we were privileged to have Buck Griffith, President of New Life Behavior Ministries out of Corpus Christi, Texas, and also Ron Goodman, an elder at the Donelson Church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee come to conduct prison ministry seminars in three of our prison units in which we teach Bible classes.  Please refer to my News Letter of 13-27 March 2010 for more details of our seminar schedule.  These men do an outstanding job in their seminars, having many years of experience in this area of the Lord’s work.
It has become necessary for me to post-pone my tour to Churches of Christ in Idaho, Utah, and Oregon due to the poor economy and the loss of so many jobs.  However, I am in the process of planning a visit to the Church of Christ in Corvallis, and maybe one or two other cities, but the rest of my travels are right here in Washington State, going directly into the prisons.  Again, refer to my March News Letter for more details of all the contacts we are making in so many prisons, and the men with whom I am working.
We had a wonderful musical concert in MSU at Monroe on the 5th Saturday of May.  Buck Griffith and Ron Goodman both spoke to the men at the concert, and the quartet from the Bellevue Church of Christ, the “Re-Arrangers” John Parente, director, sang many special arrangements of their music.  It was good to have John Calhoun there playing his classical guitar arrangements.  Fred Cohrs and my wife, Marjorie, gave a blessing with their fine singing, and Tina Symon gave her special blessings in being able to talk with offenders and give encouragement in their walk with the Lord.   In fact, this is what we all try to do as we meet and visit with the men who come to hear us sing.
A point of interest:   I was told years ago that a most important thing is to be sure you do NOT miss your regularly scheduled class!   Two days ago I was told by an inmate who actually came to my class:  “Three weeks ago I was scoffing at you for coming in to teach Bible.  I thought, ‘Who would want to hear an old man sitting in a wheel-chair teach anything about the Bible? !’   Today, I am here because I was out, really ‘messed up!’  and NOW  I know that I MUST make a change in my life!”  …think about that!
As I mentioned in my last News Letter, I am in urgent need of funds to supply gasoline for traveling to the prisons, church services, doctor appointments, and other necessary travel, as well as for groceries and medicines.  This need is now critically urgent.   Below, I have enclosed a brief summary-outline of the Refuge In Christ Ministries, and also an urgent request.  
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Clio ‘B’ Eldred has been a volunteer in the prison systems since 1979, singing concerts   and talking about God’s Word and His Love.  Clio has been singing and teaching Bible lessons in many state and federal prisons in seven of the states, from Texas to California and  on up to Washington, his home state. 
 The following is a brief history over the past three decades for those who are not familiar with his ministry in the prisons.  

Clio’s home town is Bellingham, Washington, and he is presently living in Buckley, WA with his wife, Marjorie.  Now, almost all of his ministry is concentrated within this state. 

Mr. Eldred is presently a volunteer chaplain at the Federal Detention Center (FDC) at SeaTac, Washington, and also at the Monroe Correctional Complex in Monroe, WA.  From 1997 to 2001, Clio was the choir conductor, and the Director of Music at the Shelton Corrections Center in Shelton, WA, and he also, along with John Johnston from Federal Way, WA, taught Bible classes in the Receiving Units.  

 “For a year and 3 months we were permitted to baptize men every week.  Then, suddenly without saying anything to me, the Superintendent of the prison stopped the baptisms.   I tried for many months to obtain permission to continue the water baptisms, but my requests fell on deaf ears!   However, in that time span of 15 months, we were able to baptize about 150 men.  What a blessing we all enjoyed!”     

From the time I began singing concerts at the Monroe Correctional Complex, it took 28 years before I was able to go into that prison to teach Bible classes.  (So!  Do NOT ever give up on a good project:  God will move with-in His own time-schedule!)  
 Now we have David Griner, an elder at the Woodinville Church of Christ, teaching Bible classes in the Minimum Security Unit (MSU), while I am teaching in the Washington State Reformatory Unit (WSR), which includes the medium security offenders.   Also, Bobby Lumpkin from the Olympia Blvd. Church of Christ, is continuing very faithfully for the past 10 years to teach Bible classes and religious services in the chapel at the Shelton Corrections Center!    It is also a continual blessing to have Dave Shaner, pulpit minister at the Bellevue Church of Christ, going in with me once a month as I conduct my weekly Bible classes in the FDC at SeaTac.   Bob Speck, from the Lakeview Church of Christ in Tacoma, was also going in with me every week to give sign language for a man who was totally deaf:  (and the inmate was baptized along with 2 or 3 other men in that same unit last September!)   I feel very blessed that I was instrumental in the encouragement of all these men to participate in the efforts of this prison ministry.  

More of My History.
I contacted polio in 1959 at the age of 25 years.   I was in the “iron lung” for about 8 days, and I could not feed myself for about a month.  I worked diligently at physical therapy for many months and years.   God has, and is continuing to bless me in many ways, and also blessing the prison ministry in which we are so pleased to be involved.

For many years I was able to walk with the aid of two canes, but now, and for the past 16 

years, I am more and more in a wheel-chair.   The manual wheel-chair worked well for

several years, giving my body good therapy.   But it eventually started ruining my neck and shoulders, so that it necessitated my need for a motorized wheel-chair.   My insurance through Medicare purchased the chair, and many individuals and churches enabled my obtaining a van with a chair lift.   What a blessing this is for me, because I can still go without assistance, and drive myself to all my appointments.  

Urgency: needing responses!
God is blessing my health, our work in the Lord’s prison ministry, and with many prayers and  financial gifts I am trying to  “get by.”   However, the financial situation is still a major problem for me.  I am about $800— short each month in being able to meet expenses.   I have no financial investments to fall back on, and I must be able to purchase the gasoline, groceries, medicines, and toner and paper for our printer.  The gasoline bill is now over $2,200—and over the limit of the card.  My dentist bill is up over $1200--.  I am not asking for any kind of a salary, I just need to be able to pay my bills and meet the expenses.    

 I pray that you will go to my website and read my “News Letters,”  “Writings,” and things “About” myself.   Also click on “Music” and hear samples of my singing folk music with a good message, and also samples of hymns sung A Cappella by Nancy Goldsmith and myself.   The two of us are singing all the parts, giving the sound of a chorus with solos. Important: at the top of “Writings” read the LOGO & Bible studies.
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Clio ‘B’ Eldred has volunteered in the prisons since 1979.   He serves as volunteer chaplain at Federal Detention Center (FDC) at SeaTac, Washington, and The Monroe Correctional Complex in Monroe, WA.  Approximately 200 men and women have responded to the Gospel of Jesus Christ through his efforts over the past 20 years.     

“God is blessing my health and our work in the Lord’s prison ministry.   However, the financial situation is still a major problem. I have no savings nor financial investments.”   Assistance is needed!  Read more on www.refugeinChrist.net website.

 Please feel free to write to me at my e-mail address.   I would enjoy hearing your comments and/or questions about the Lord’s prison ministry in the Seattle, Washington area.   Financial gifts may be sent to the Shelton Church of Christ at:  740 W. Dayton/Airport Road; Shelton, WA 98584.     
I would like to request that you please make copies of this News Letter, post it on your bulletin board at church, and have extra copies for people to take home.  I try to put helpful instruction and ideas of interest in each one of my letters.  Please give me your responses so I can improve the interest content of my news.  (In my last News Letter of 13-27 March 2010, I presented a usable Bible study outline.  I really need to know if anyone read it, and whether or not it contained helpful information.) 

Let us all continually pray for God’s guidance and wisdom, and let’s praise and glorify our Holy Father in heaven, every day!
 IN GOD WE TRUST !                        As we think
     Sincerely yours in Christ,                    So we are!    (Proverbs 23:7)
       ...the man called... Clio
   Refuge In Christ Ministries              As we sing
      www.refugeinChrist.net                        So we become!    (Eph. 5:19)
    Ph.  253-862-CLIO (2546)
            clio.b@q.com
             18 June 2010
  
      OUR  JAILS  are  FULL ?  ?  !
Well, of course!     What do you expect?
TAKE  AWAY: the Bible, Prayer, in God we Trust,
His commandments  &  Destroy our sovereignty!
THE COST:  Our Freedom and Our Lives!     Proverbs 14:34
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