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Wow!   What a wonderful day with God’s blessings surrounding us!   “More blessings than we can ‘Shake – a – Stick – At !’ !!”  (Look at Ephesians 3:20)
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, and many friends:

There are so many wonderful things taking place in the prison ministry here in the Northwest, and in many places across our country.  
Buck Griffith, president of New Life Behavior Ministries, states that there are approximately 10,000 inmates in the prison systems being baptized by members of the churches of Christ each year.  There is a growing need across the country for churches to become aware of the necessity of training Christians in the fields of mentoring and in knowing how to be most effective in our out-reach to people coming from all walks of life; and more specifically, in the integration of the incarcerated as they are released and seeking to enter into the Lord’s church community.     
For the past 3 or 4 months I have been trying to find time to write another News Letter.  So many things are happening so fast that I have not had the time to keep up with all the necessary correspondence.  However, I have written several letters of which, in part, I will try to incorporate into this report.  
Catching us up-to-date, let me try to itemize a few details concerning my health and the prison ministry:
· Two years ago I was diagnosed as having lymphoma; also, I have had chronic sinusitis, becoming so serious that it gave me pneumonia in January 2008.  With the pneumonia came respiratory failure necessitating a breathing tube.  I was given an estimated 40% chance of living.
· God has blessed my recovery from pneumonia, sinusitis, and lymphoma!
I am feeling better than I have felt in several years!

*   We have three men working regularly with me in different aspects of the Lord’s          prison ministry in this area: 
           a) Bobby Lumpkin from the Boulevard Church of Christ in Olympia;

           b) Dave Shaner, minister at the Bellevue Church of Christ;

           c) David Griner, elder at the Woodinville Church of Christ; 
 and also,
        two other men are helping as arrangements are implemented:   Tom Stark from the Foothills Church of Christ in Snohomish county, and Bob Speck from the Lakeview Church of Christ in Tacoma.
· Last September, Dave Shaner had the opportunity to baptize, all in the same day, 11 men in the Federal Detention Center.  

· Bobby Lumpkin teaches a Bible class of 50 – 70 men each 3rd Sunday of the month at the Shelton Corrections Center, and two Bible classes on each 5th Sunday.  Bobby has been faithful in this schedule for the past 10 years!   
· The Woodinville Church of Christ is sponsoring an inmate in taking a Bible course of study by correspondence in the Sunset School of Preaching, Lubbock, Texas.
· The Portal Way Church of Christ in Ferndale, Washington, is also sponsoring an inmate in taking a Bible course of study in the Sunset School of Preaching.
· Jack Keller, minister at the Portal Way church, has visited two inmates in an effort to encourage and build ties of communication after their release.

· The Fidalgo Island Church of Christ in Anacortes has two men who are interested in trying to arrange their work schedule so they can be able to help with the prison ministry.
· Etcetera, and many more things could be listed, but I think you can begin to see that this is a real work in the Lord’s ministry (Matthew 25:31-36), not to be characterized as only a benevolent need! 
As I talk with many people, I am frequently asked as to what my approach is in Bible studies.  You can see many examples of my approach to Bible study as you access my website and click on “Writings.”   You will see 5 different Bible study tracts, and several poems, and my study:  Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth (B.I.B.L.E.).  
As we share the Good News, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, with others whom we meet, whom we love, or with whom we become acquainted, we often make a serious mistake in our approach.   We are so eager to share our knowledge and understanding of the scriptures (because of the glorious wonders of God’s power and love towards us), that we step into a trap which is set for us by the Devil himself!  

“What could this be?” you may ask.   DO NOT TELL  a person the answer when he asks you, “You mean to tell me that...?”   (You do not tell them the answer, you show them the scripture related to their question, and ask them to read it to you.)   You might say something like this:  “That’s a good question, and I need your help in finding the answer to that.  You see, I am not the authority, and I cannot tell you what the answers are, but you can read it and tell me what the scripture says.”
A very important question needs to be answered as we begin a study in the Bible, “Who is the authority?  Would you please read Matthew 28:18 and tell me the answer to this very important question?”   You see, it is fundamentally important that you tell a person, “My opinion is worthless.  Your opinion is as good as mine, and mine is no better than the next person!   And so, the only way to study is to see what God’s word says, and I must leave my opinion out.”   

We establish authority:  Matthew 28:18;  I John 4:1 and 6.   Now, you please look at the following scriptures, and see the logical sequence of this preliminary study, and add more meaningful scriptures to it as you proceed:  Matthew 7:13-14; 7:15: 7:21-23, 24 & 26;  John 17:3;  Romans 1:16-17;  II Thessalonians 1:6-9, and then re-read verse 8;  I John 2:3-4;  I John 5:2-3 & 6.  Two Commands:  “To know God and His Son;” and, “Obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ”!  You must ask, “What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”  
Explanation:     “Some people have said that the Bible is a ‘Road Map to Heaven.’   If you like this idea, explain that we need specific ‘Highways,’ and not a ‘generalization of the geographical structure’ of the land”!  i. e. Not:  “Matthew, Mark, Luke, John,” but very specific instructions which we must obey.   (Not just accept into our heart, and not just a verbal confirmation!) So, “What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”     Do you “Give up?”   O. K., turn to I Corinthians 15:1-4.  Now you point out all the meanings included in verses 1-3, and then ask the question:  “What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”   Reread verse 4.   “Yes, it says it is the Death, Burial, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ!   So, how do you obey this command?”
“Give up?”   Read and study Romans 6:1-11; Acts 2:37-38; Acts 22: 16;  I Peter 3:20-21;  and I am sure you have other scriptures for you both to read.
I hope and pray that this contains valuable ideas for your help in reaching others for Christ.   Please, give me your thoughts and comments concerning the above Bible study ideas, and also your comments on my News Letters.  I really need to hear from you so that I can give you information relating to your interests and questions.
It is so very important that you know how much I appreciate and need your prayers and gifts.  As I have pointed out, God is blessing me, my health, and this ministry abundantly.  I am receiving almost enough in gifts each month to get by on, but I am still in need of about $700—each month to barely meet my needed expenses.  Extra money has come in to help, but I have not been able to keep up with the gasoline expenses each month for over a year.  Now the gasoline bill is up to $1800--, and it is critical to pay this before it makes it impossible for me to go anywhere.   The van actually gets as good or better gas mileage than my previous cars.  But the price of gasoline keeps going up.  For my necessary driving, it is costing anywhere from $220—to $330—per month.  
My health is so much better that I am able to go on my usual tour to Churches of Christ in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah this summer in July, August, and 1st of September as I have done every two years.  I coincide this tour with my attending the Magic Valley Christian College reunion in Albion, Idaho at the first of August, which also occurs every two years.  I have gotten wonderful responses from the churches of Christ, and I feel that it is a very important part of this prison ministry.  I pray for responses so I can continue my efforts in the Lord’s work.  I have no financial investments, nor do I have any sources from which to draw.
I would like to conclude this News Letter with some excerpts of some of my letters which I have written in the past few weeks.   I hope these are meaningful to all of you.    I urge you to write to me via e-mail, and give me your thoughts and comments on my News Letters, and on my Bible studies.  
Now the date is 27 March 2010.   How time flies when we are having a good time, and too busy to do everything needed!   Before I put in some excerpts of some of my letters, I need to give you the details of some things which have transpired during the past two weeks,  and perhaps you will see more clearly how many things keep happening before I have an opportunity to ever write them down!
One inmate in my Bible class in WSR at Monroe was baptized just two days ago.   Another inmate who has been in David Griner’s Bible class in MSU has been transferred to a prison just south of Olympia.  So, you can guess, I’ve asked Bobby Lumpkin if he would be able to go there to study with him, and baptize him.  (This man has been wanting baptism for quite some time, but we have run into delays in getting the baptism scheduled.)   And, of course, Bobby is willing to do this – so now it is my turn to write to the inmate to explain our proposed plan.
AND now, another inmate from Monroe, one of the Sunset School of Preaching students, has been transferred over to the eastern part of the state.   I am being in touch with two men in the Church of Christ which is near to this prison, and the minister there is making contact with the prison to take an orientation class to become approved to continue the studies with this man.  I am designated to be the administrator of the mid-term and final exams, so when he is ready, I will plan (the Lord willing) to drive over there to give the exams.  The results of all of this:  God is leading us to other Christians who are becoming involved in the prison ministry!   
There is so much more I would like to say but I am running out of time and energy tonight (it’s almost 2:00 AM.), and my eyes are too sleepy to focus.  What a great time we are having!
Now I will try to, what they call, copy and paste, some excerpts from a couple of my letters written last month so you can be more in touch with many of our activities.
Dear Ones in Christ, family and friends:  
 

We had a wonderful concert at the Monroe Correctional Complex last night.  Wonderful concert, and a wonderful response from the inmates.  I had 10 people going in with me, including my wife, Marjorie, the quartet from the Bellevue Church of Christ, Dan Fitzsimmons from the Lakeview Church of Christ, Tina Symon and Fred Cohrs from the Fellowship CoC, and Roger Todd from the Foothills CoC.  The letter below is what I wrote and sent early this morning.  I am anxious for each of you to read and be a part of our experience. 
 

Wonderful news:  we now have two inmates enrolled into the Sunset School of Preaching to work towards a college degree in Biblical Studies. The Churches of Christ in the cities of Ferndale and Woodinville are paying for the enrollment and study materials for their first study class in this degree plan.  God is leading and blessing us greatly!!   We continually thank you, Lord !    
May we all find and receive God's Power, Love, and a Sound Mind through Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 1:7).
 

Subject: “Have Song--Will Travel:”   What a great concert !

 

To all our singers going into the Monroe Correctional Complex:

What a WONDERFUL time at the concert!  I really appreciate each one of you being there!   There were at least three men at our concert who attend our Monday Bible class. Our program REALLY touched their hearts; more accurately stated:  God touched their hearts through our efforts of being there, singing, speaking, and visiting with them!   You have no idea of the impact God was able to make upon these men!    
  

I am so glad that you all met Josh, and that you were such a wonderful encouragement to him.  We also have a man in WSR who in now enrolled in the Sunset School of Preaching. He is doing great!  He is hoping to complete the college degree in Biblical Studies by the time he is released in 9 years.  YOU would be pleased and inspired by being able to meet and become acquainted with this man whose name is Dondi.  
 

I hope all of you will make a point today as you "go to church,"  to announce about the wonderful time we all had in seeing God working in our lives and in the lives of these men at MSU.  It is very important that the church becomes aware of our activities in this vital Prison Ministry.  As I talk with others in the church, I am becoming concerned that some of our brethren do not regard our efforts as a vitally important Prison Ministry, but regard it only as a benevolent need.   I believe that a clarification of interests and concerns need to occur.  Each one of YOU are the best sources of informative knowledge available!    Let's use every opportunity we have to talk and write to others as to what we experienced last night in the prison!   God IS working in our every effort to serve others Matt. 25:39 ff.  What a blessing we received as we gave to others!  
 

TAKE NOTICE:  We are having an important part in helping to develop, expand, encourage, and give Biblical instruction to members of the church of Christ in Monroe, Washington!  Many of us, and particularly the Bellevue Church of Christ, are very interested in seeing the church of Christ grow and become an effective entity in the Monroe area.  I thank God for leading us to Christians, to the church of Christ, in Monroe.  Sometimes we get surprises by the ways in which God answers our hopes and prayers!   I am sincerely grateful to the elders at Bellevue in securing the van for me to use in this prison ministry, and for their continuing help in expenses; AND, for all, many churches and individuals who are helping in this Prison Ministry!   Thank you for making all this possible, by the Grace of God I give my thanks.  Each one of you are a very important part of this Refuge In Christ Ministries effort right here in the N.W.  Thank you so very much for all your time and energy, and for sharing your talents and abilities.  Again, I say, it was thrilling to see God's workings!   Please tell me, am I exaggerating, or is this an accurate assessment?
 

PLEASE, make plans to attend the next concert at MSU on 29 May 2010.  I shall talk with Chaplain Fischer about a possible concert in WSR.

Well, I surely hope you are able to see and feel the wonderful experiences we had, even in just one evening in our music concert.  We are scheduled to sing every 5th Saturday, giving us four concerts each year.  I have been scheduling and singing in this way for about eight years now.  What a blessing this is!
I have stated many things in this News Letter.  Please write to me via email, and continue to browse my website and listen to the samples of singing on my two CDs.   Be sure to let me know if you want one or both of my CDs.  I do not sell them, but I do mail them out at request.  
My most pressing needs at the moment are:  

· To clear up my gasoline bill;
· To have enough money for groceries and medicine;

· A lap-top computer.    I have recently started learning how to use this fantastic technology, and I am needing to have a laptop with me on my tour this summer.  I am able to rent one at a nominal price, or if anyone is about to discard a laptop, please let me know.

 Please keep me in your prayers and thoughts.  I sincerely thank you for all of this, and also the help you send to me.  Gifts may be sent to me, or through the Shelton Church of Christ, 740 W. Dayton/Airport Road, Shelton, Washington 98584 
 IN GOD WE TRUST !                                                                   
     Sincerely yours in Christ,
       ...the man called... Clio                                                               
          27 March 2010
   “Have Song—Will Travel” 
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31 March 2010,   Brief  Up-date: 
*    Yesterday:  in the Monroe prison, two wonderful Bible studies:  
             * David Griner’s Bible class in MSU; and,

              * Clio’s Bible class in WSR;  (Please continue to pray!  Some of these men are     responding well to the message of God’s Kingdom);
*     Please consider scheduling me to speak in your home congregation about the Lord’s prison ministry in Washington state;
*     We need another church, or someone, to sponsor the costs of enrollment, books, and study material for another inmate who wants to enroll into the Sunset School of Preaching, Biblical studies degree program.  
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